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CONFIDENTIAL ACCRA 0739 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT GH 

SUBJ: PRESS LISTS NAMES OF ALLEGED COUP PLOTTERS ARRESTED: 

RUMOR HAS IT THAT NUMBER MORE IN CUSTODY. 

REF: 75 ACCRA 8533 

1 . REFTEL REPORTED ACHEAMPONG'S DEC 23MEETING WITH VOLTA REGION 
CHIEFS IN WHICH HE MENTIONED ALLEGED COUPLOT AND ARRESTS MADE AS 
RESULT OF DISCOVERY. PRESS JAN 28.USING AS SOURCE EXECUTIVE 
INSTRUMENT ISSUED PREVIOUS DAY, LISTED ELEVEN NAMES OF PERSONS 

IN PREVENTIVE DETENTION "IN THE INTEREST OF NATIONAL SECURITY AND 
IN THE INTEREST OF THE SAFETY OF SUCH PERSONS". MOST OF THOSE 
LISTED ARE EWES, BUT NEPHEW OF GHEDEMAH IS NOT AMONG THEM AND WE 
UNDERSTAND HE WAS RELEASED AFTER QUESTIONING. 

2. RUMOR HAS IT THAT A NUMBER OF OTHERS ARE IN CUSTODY IN CONNECTION 
WITH THIS ALLEGED PLOT OR OTHER SIMILAR ACTIVITIES. ONE PESON SO 
RUMORED IS KOFI AWOONER ALTHOUGH WE HAVE NO FORMAL CONFIRMATION 
OF THIS. AWOONER IS REPORTED TO BE MEMBER OF FACULTY OF SUNY 
STONY BROOK WHO IS IN GHANA ON YEAR'S TEACHING ASSIGNMENT AT 
CAPE COAST. HE APPARENTLY HAS PERMANENT RESIDENCE STATUS IN U.S. 
DURING TIME IN U.S. HE WAS AUTHOR OF SERIES OF STRONGLY CRITICAL 
ARTICLES ON AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY AND INTERNAL POLITICS CARRIED 
IN LOCAL PRESS. IF ASKED BY EITHER AMERICAN OR GHANAIAN SOURCES 
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ABOUT AWOONER WE INTEND TO MAKE NO COMMENT. 
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